LIFE m THE GUPTA AGE
to their captain Ramesu. & Here is a man wearing fetters of iron.
We found Mm in the water. We could use him to sprinkle a
thousand bunches of grapes at a time. . Just then a gulley (madgura),
attended by numerous smaller craft, bore down on us, terrifying the
Yavanas. The swift boats were about us in a moment, like dogs
around a boar. A fight followed, in which the Yavanas were worsted,
But when they were demoralised and disheartened, I encouraged
them saying: * Strike off my fetters, and I will destroy your enemies
single handed/ They did so; and I, with a horn-bow that shot
showers of shafts with a terrible twang", made mincemeat of all
those hostile hirelings.
"I leapt on a boat alongside, and on its death-strewn deck
engaged in single combat with the captain; whom I captured alive.
He proved to be Bhimavarman... But the crew of the merchantman
bound him fast with my discarded fetters, trolled out their joyous
chanties and paid me something like worship/'1 This account,
although a little imaginary, gives us some idea of a small-scale naval
fight towards the end of the seventh century.
2,   Land Activity
But  a better idea of the land forces and their activities can be
obtained  from   contemporary  documents.   Kalidasa   tells  us how a
king with  his armies   left  his  capital  in  order to fight   his foes.
Before he started on a career of conquest, he saw that his capital (mula)
frontier-posts (pralyantaJi) and rear flanks  (pdrwii) were safe-guarded;
then on an auspicious occasion he got ready, with his six  types of
armed forces.3   But  before  he  left  solemn rites were  prepared  for
a sacrifice to bless his conquering arms and there was a lustration
of   the  weapons  of   war  (vajinlrGjanavidhi)   which   was   generally
undertaken  at  the  close  of   the  rains.8   As  he  issued  forth with
all his forces elderly matrons showered rice (laja) on all of them*4
Then the army marched forth.   The  soldiers  wore armour and
helmets (sirastraqi) while even on horseback.5   While  they  moved
1  Dandin, op. dt.t pp. 164-65, text, pp. 106-7.
2  Raghu., IV, 26, p. 79 :
sa gupta-mula-pmtyantah suddJia-parsniraynnvitaJi [
StidvidMm balam-adaya pratasthe dig-jigisayU \\
8 ltid, IV, 25, p. 78; Cf., also XVII, 12, p." 349
tasmai samyag-hujo
4  ffi4.f 27, p. 79-
5  md.f VII, 49, p. 152.